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Political and Social Systems in India
at the Era of Bani Tughluq
(721-816 A.H./ 1321-1414 A.D)

Abstract

State of Bani Tughluq was established in India at the beginning of
the eighth century of Hijra / the fourteenth century A. D. by Ghayyath
Al Din Tughlug when India was under the control of Khesrokhan the
last ruler of the Khalji state who seized the throne of the Sultanate in
720 A. H./ 1321 A. D. When Dehli people asked Tughluq to help
them, he immediately marched towards the capital and he was en-
throned after getting rid of khesrokhan in 721 A. H./ 1321 A. D.

Despite being established by Ghayyath Al Din the political and
civil systems of Bani Tughluq state developed only during the regime
of his son Mohammed Sahah Tughluq who did his best to have the
sultanate based upon advanced political rules and modern systems, his
successors followed his footsteps and that contributed greatly to the
development of political systems and the stability of social life.

The characteristics of the political system of the ruling staff were
represented in the sultan who was the source of power and command
along with a staff of aids carefully selected from the high ranking
statesmen. The Sultans of Bani Tughluq established a system for mon-
itoring the civil servants at all levels so as to make full control of them
and to make a strict supervision to all the affairs. On the other hand
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the sultans of Dahli managed to obtain recognition from the Abasside
Caliphs for their regime to be legitimate. Also they paid attention to
foster their relations with other countries through mutual establishing

of embassies.

The social system had its own particular features due to the nature

of population that were composed of different races that presented a
great difficulty for the sultans to try to make them close to each other.

Another source of trouble for those rulers was represented in the strife
between the leaders of religious sects in addition to the class conflict
between the Ragbot and the Shodra or the rejected class.

An important aspect of social life could be clearly seen in cel-
ebrating feasts and religious occassions, the various kinds of food and
rituals of marriage and death. Also there were a lot of salons that were
held at the palaces of Sultans, Amirs and Statesmen where scientists,
artists and scholars met for discussions and telling verses. Those sa-
lons helped culture to flourish all over the sultanate. Schools were es-
tablished for teaching religious and regular subjects. There were cer-
tain schools for boys and others for girls and that encouraged women
to proceed in learning and education. Besides there were musical and
singing parties throughout the whole India. Such parties were first
held at the Sultan’s Palace and later they moved to the palaces of
Amirs, Statesmen and wealthy people.

Political and social systems accomplished a great deal of advance
yet civil wars erupted due to strife for power and that led to weak-
ening the regime. Rulers of states declared rebellion and independence
and the foreign powers looked forward to seizing such a rich country.
Thus the country came to a collapse on 816 A. H./ 1414 A.D.
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